
"8 to 80 cities" "Drill, baby, drill!" "Eight lanes of shimmering
cement running from here
to Pasadena"

"No Parking Anytime
Unless You Really 
Want To" signs

#FreshKermit #NerdTrain

12-person bike bars A bicycle-based 
moving company

A bike rack made out of 
soda pop tops



A bike valet A bog turtle A bus that can't go below
50 MPH

A city paralyzed by 1/2 
inch of snow

A derelict pedestrian
bridge

A FedEx truck blocking 
the bike lane

A flashing light to save
everyone's life

A floating bus stop that 
actually floats

A freight car full of Richard 
Florida's blog posts



A gas tax tied to the gold
standard

A genuine, bona fide,
electrified six-car 
monorail

A housewife in tears at a
public meeting

A joyride on the Tube A LEED-certified strip club A master plan collecting
dust on a shelf

A mobile coffee
motorbike

A month long shutdown
of the entire Metro 
system

A mother telling you why 
it's better that her child 
doesn't get the vaccine



A park on top of a 
freeway

A penetrating mount A pillow shaped like
Janette Sadik-Khan

A Prius getaway car A rare Pokémon in the 
middle of the street

A ride on the S.L.U.T.

A road trip from
New York to London

A sign that says "Coming 
Soon: TRUMP Hotel"

A sub-sub-sub-
contractor



A sudden boost in trail
use after January 1st

A transit center opening
five years late and $100 
million over budget

A twisted choker

A walking school bus A white Ford Bronco Abandoned shopping
malls

Accidentally using the
laser pointer to call on an
audience member

Actually being upset 
that Amtrak changed 
how Guest Rewards 
points can be spent

Actually believing that 
bikeshare is a Marxist plot



Actually believing that
transportation is a non-
partisan issue LOL

A-hole late mergers AICP: Association of 
Institutionalized Crazy 
People

Air Koryo Airline ticket prices based 
on passenger weight

Allocating plenty of funds
to build new roads and
bridges, but not enough
to maintain existing ones

Almond tree harvest 
festivals

Amateur traffic engineers Amtrak coffee: your 
only choice



An abandoned couch
at a bus stop

An abundance of failed
pedestrian malls

An infill station on the
Underground Railroad

An out-of-service
platform elevator

Anecdotes that trump 
facts

Another Amtrak
derailment

Another Joel Kotkin 
article praising 
unsustainable sprawl

Another Peter Koonce 
webinar about bike 
boxes

Answering only to the 
God of Traffic Flow



Arbitrary and capricious
performance standards

Artspace Lofts Atlanta's Hartsfield-Latoya 
Jackson Intergalactic 
Spaceport and Nail 
Emporium

Attractive but non-
functioning bike racks

Avoiding a FOIA request 
by storing your emails 
on a private server in 
the bathroom

Avoiding eye contact
on public transit

Awareness cones Banning drive-through
windows

Barbed wire and armed 
guard-protected bike 
lanes



Becoming the 'Waiting    
Skeleton' while ArcMap 
tries to process a simple 
command

Being condemned to a
life of auto-dependency

Being stuck in a traffic jam
for 12 days straight

Being transcurious Believing a Facebook 
rant will actually change 
the way someone feels 
about something

Bernie Bros

Bike Batman Bike it. Park it. BART it. Bike Lives Matter



Bike salmoning Bikeshare kiosks that
accept Tubmans

Biking naked

Board game parties Boaty McBoatface Brew-thrus

Bridgeghazi Building a highway in 
the middle of a 
neighborhood because 
you know what's best

Building a wall around 
the town to keep 
outsiders out



Building SPUIs because
it's fun to say

Burning tires blocking
the Interstate

Bus Rabid Transit

Bus stop street art Buskers Calling bike lanes "graffiti"

Car Wars: The Bus 
Awakens

Car-free living is 
carefree living

Cities hopping on the 
craft brewery bandwagon



Cities that are still paying
for an NFL stadium after 
the team has moved

Claiming every car in
your neighborhood is 
'cut-through traffic'

Cliquey dog owners

Collector-distributor lanes Commuting over fifty 
miles by bike

Comparing crossing 
the street to playing 
Frogger... again

Comprehensible and
brilliantly simple 
parking signs

Consulting firms that only 
do traffic impact studies

Contraflow bike lanes



Decapitated on the top
of a double decker bus
by an overpass

Dedicated unicycle
parking

Demolishing an 
architectural gem to 
make way for a surface 
parking lot

Disobeying traffic laws
like a rebel

Diverging diamond
interchange

Dog-friendly restaurants

Donald Shoup double-
parked in an SUV

Dreading another 
murder board session

Dressing up as a terrifying 
clown to scare all the 
kids during Career Day



Drinking out of a bag on
the subway

Drive till you qualify Driverless brothel

Drivers who have no idea
how little they pay in gas
taxes

Driving five miles just 
to run one mile on the 
treadmill

Driving while black

Dropping some
knowledge bombs

Duck crossing signs Dynamic parking prices



Eating Subway on the
subway

Elevated rear access Eliminating three
parking spaces

Employers that want to
hire entry level engineers 
but require 10 years of 
experience

Endangered bats Engineering the sh*t
out of it

Engineers who refuse to
recognize the NACTO 
guide

Escalefters Exclusionary zoning



Exploring a wooded site
and getting covered by
ticks

Extraterrestrial Highway Extra-wide 'female only' 
parking spaces

Failed Olympics bid Falling asleep while 
counting bike traffic

Ferry fairies

Finally getting the notice
to proceed

Financially subsidizing     
unsustainable land use 
patters and rural driving 
habits

First world problems



Flint artisan filtered
mineral water

Form-based code Friends with transit benefits

Gender neutral bathrooms Gentrification reparations German cycle ball

Getting inspired by a
subway pandhandler's 
song

Getting thrown under
the bus

Getting too drunk at 
the local Little League 
baseball game



Getting yelled at for
reclining your airline 
seat by three inches

Ghost ramps Going to a dog park 
and pretending like 
you're a dog

Google Bikes Grade-separated 
expressways zig-
zagging across the city

Granny flats

Grindr: The mayor's new 
social media strategy

Guerrilla gardening Guerrilla traffic 
engineering



Guidelines and standards
that were handed down 
from the gods

Guys that hyphenate 
their last name when 
they get married

Guys with braided
man-buns

Hackathon Happy maps Highway revolts

Highways that look like
Soviet bread lines

Historic designation for
a parking lot

Historic streetcar



Holding your nose and
going with the modeling 
results

Homeless people as
Wi-Fi hotspots

Homelessness
awareness vigil

Hordes of entitled cyclists Hoverboard lanes Human scale 
development

Human-powered 
travel modes

Hummers Implementing a 
clothing-optional dress 
code in the office



Interstellar bike travel Irresponsible
pedestrianization

Jaydriving

Jeff Speck's General
Theory of Walkability

John Forester John Oliver's rant on
failing infrastructure

Jug-handles Law & Order: Special
Parking Unit

Leading pedestrian 
interval 



Legalistic argle-bargle
jiggery pokery

Letting kids walk and bike
to school again

License plate surveys

Life, liberty, and free
parking

Limousine liberals Lipstick lesbians

Listening to everything
your neighbor does 
because the walls are 
too thin

Living in a van down
by the river

LOS (Level of Shittiness)



LOS vs VMT death match Losing your sh*t because
tourists won't stop 
quacking

Lost Uber drivers

Lying with maps MacGyver's urban 
houseboat

Making friends with a 
rat while waiting for 
the A train

Making it law that dogs
are considered people

Making Trains Great 
Again

Malfunctioning BRT 
fareboxes



Mall walkers in matching
track suits

Manhattanization Manspreading

Marathon tourism Marijuana dispensaries Mass Transit's 'Top 40
Under 40' sexy subway 
operators calendar

Meanderthals Median refugees Megabus burning on 
the freeway



Metric units on 
highway signs

Micro-apartments made
from empty shipping 
containers

Migratory birds

Minimum parking
standards

Missing middle housing Misspelling ISTEA
as ICE-TEA

Murderous self-
driving cars

Mustache handlebars My HOA's golf car policy



NACTO Urban Bikeway
Design Guide

Nake streets Never building a 12-foot
lane again

New Jersey Gas
Pumpers Union

New York City's 
deserted pneumatic 
tube transit tunnel

NO PEDS: Neighbors
Organizing to Protect 
Every Dwelling's Similitude

Not being able to see 
which Metro station 
you're at from inside 
the train

Not following the traffic 
control plan

Not having coffee and 
feeling like your world 
is falling apart



Not in my backyard or
anywhere else in the 
damn Milky Way Galaxy

Not MUTCD approved Nuts4Nuts

On time and under
budget ROFLMAO

Opposing a 3-story 
building for being too tall

Pale indoor techies
dressed as lumberjacks

Park benches with solar
powered iPhone chargers

Parking cash-out 
subsidies

Parking my SUV in the
electric vehicle's plug-
in spot



Parking your bike in a
car lane

Partisan and gridlocked
Congress for the New 
Urbanism

Pedestrian desire lines

Pedestrian Oriented 
Overlay District

Pedestrian scramble Pedlock

Penn Station demolition Perpetual preservation Pink pants embroidered 
with red lobsters



Plangineers Planners Gone Wild Planners pointing at maps

Planning everything
around the preferences 
of Millennials

Planning for people who 
haven't been born yet 
while needing support of 
people who will be dead

Playing chicken
with a bus

Pocket parks Police officers on 
Segways

Polka dotted bumpouts



Pop-up parklets made
entirely out of duct tape

Pop-up rollerblading 
derbies

Power center

Predatory towing Preferring a Pittsburgh left 
over a Michigan left

Pressing the pedestrian
push-button a hundred 
times with no effect

Private luxury buses Public chalkboards Public hearings about
bike lanes



Public-private partnerships Putting a land mine on 
your property to prevent 
the government from 
taking it

Queens Boulevard
of Death

Rage over helmet laws Rail foamers Rails-to-trails

Rainbow flag crosswalks Raising revenue with 
demand-pricing for 
coffee-drinkers

Ramps that roll 
wheelchairs into the 
middle of the intersection



Random missing 
segments of sidewalk

Redlining Referring to automobile
collisions as 'accidents'

Referring to beautiful
street trees as 'fixed and 
hazardous objects'

Regretting that the 
'century of the car' 
actually happened

Relocating an interchange
to avoid the remnants of a 
slave school

Remembering that fist 
bumping your Lyft driver 
used to be a thing

Removing a few bus 
stops and calling it BRT

Renaming a transit station 
so the neighborhood is 
no longer remembered 
for violent crimes



Renaming Trump Tower
as 'Trudeau Tower'

Renting out a corner 
of your living room 
on AirBnB

Retro-futuristic
PRT pod cars

Riding a Citi Bike
to California

Riding the Wiggle Road trains

Roadkill stew Roads so safe cyclists
won't need a helmet

Rough proportionality



Ruin porn Rumble strips Scary sounding 
roadway classifications

Scofflaw cyclists Seas of parking Seeing five construction
workers but only one is 
actually working

Selling your car then
living to be 113 years old

Separating 
neighborhoods based 
solely on race

Sexting while driving



Sharrows on a six-lane 
45 MPH road

Sidewalk lanes Single-tracking

Skinny sweatpants Smart Car tipping
gone wrong

Smug alert

Sneckdowns Snob zoning Solar-powered, self-
driving hover-children



Someone trying to
actually make a 
difference

Space pirates Spandex warriors

Speed cameras used
primarily to generate
revenue

Speed humps Speed limits not divisible
by 5 or 10

Speed limits that are
actually enforced 
by aircraft

Spending $300 million 
to save 3 seconds of 
travel time

Spending your whole 
day in the DMV



Sprawl-Mart Starbucks proliferation Subway stripper
panhandlers

Subway systems that 
still use tokens

Susan Shaheen System shrinkage

Taking a taxi two 
blocks to In-N-Out 
Burger because there 
are no sidewalks to the 
Vegas Strip

Telling cyclists to "get 
off the road!"

Telling people you're 
green because you 
use reusable bags



Thanks, Obama! That one co-worker that
never stops talking 
about how much biking 
to work has changed 
their life

That one YIMBY planted
by the developer

That panicked feeling
when there are no 
bikeshare bikes, Car2Go 
cars, or Ubers when you 
need them

The aesthetic value of
Jersey barriers

The amount of time
you wasted sitting in
traffic last year

The Autobahn The clear zone The continued legacy 
of Jim Crow



The designated smoking
area on train platforms

The Detroit Tourism Board The effectiveness of
"Share the Road" signs

The emerging drunk
biking epidemic

The exorbitant costs of
car ownership

The fiscally constrained
projects list

The Fortress of Planning The Four Step Model The futility of trying to 
spell carbon without 'car'



The General Motors
streetcar conspiracy

The ghost of Robert Moses The Good Roads
Movement

The Goodyear Blimp The high cost of 
free parking

The High Line

The HOT lanes
command center

The Indianapolis 
Cultural Trail

The irony of a tolled
highway named 
"The Greenway"



The Kelo decision The last person to move
to the suburbs

The Lofts at SoDoSoPa

The Magic Roundabout The mic hog at the
meeting that everyone 
hates

The most fantastic and 
terrific transportation 
planning degree from 
Trump University

The neighborhood drunk The new gluten-free 
taco food tuck

The newest Weight 
Watchers fad: road diets



The Pope praying over
our ailing infrastructure

The race card The Road to Serfdom

The SAFETEA-LU Dance The San Francisco Bike 
Plan Injunction

The ten year process to 
get a pedestrians 
crossing sign added to 
the MUTCD

The Times Square 
pedestrian plaza

The transit death spiral The World Trade Center 
Transportation Hub



There goes the
gayborhood

Things you find in Zipcars
that you never speak of 
to anyone

This cranky guy
on Twitter

This year's TTI 
congestion rankings

Those "hoverboards" 
that actually roll on two 
wheels and don't hover

Tipping a waiter based
on Level of Service

TOD's awkward
cousin TAD

Towers in a parklet TransMilenio



Transportation 
network companies

Trapezoidal humps Travel demand models
based on 1950s 
commuter surveys

TRB presentations that
are all equations and 
no pictures

Trip chaining Triple left-turn lanes

Truncated domes Ubertarians Unbundled parking



Unidentifiable stain on
a subway seat

Unsanctioned 
tactical urbanism

Unwashed masses 
occupying a city park 
for 6 months

Urbanophiles Using all the town's 
money to build an 
indoor ski resort

Using eminent domain 
to build a limousine 
parking lot for your 
casino

Using emojis to spell out
Metro station names

V/C ratio > 9000 Verbally abusing all 
sources of delay, 
animate or not



Vision Zero Walk Score Watering the sidewalk

Waze imposters Weekend service 
adjustments

Whatever a 'transportation
futurist' does

White flight Wishing your town had 
a less racist history

Woonerf



Yarn-bombing parking
meters

Young Professionals in
Transportation

Banning right on red

The 'wave of death'





@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

During his presidential 
campaign, Donald 
Trump vowed to Make 
_________ Great Again.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

Gabe Klein's next book 
will explore the inevitable 
clash between driverless 
vehicles and _________.

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

Decades of Federal 
policies are responsible 
for sprawl, obesity, auto-
dependency, and 
_________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

ITE should consider 
changing its name to 
the Institute of _________ 
Engineers.

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

I love the sounds of the 
city, like _________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

The Federal gas tax 
should be raised in order 
to pay for _________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC @DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

Coming this summer to 
theaters, the greatest 
crime-fighting superhero: 
______man.

The Interstate Highway 
System was originally 
envisioned to move 
_________ across the 
country.

TSA just banned 
_________ from airplanes.



@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

Rep. Earl Blumenauer 
just introduced the 
_________ Act.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

The armed citizen group 
occupying City Hall is 
protesting _________.

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

Signs for _________ have 
been added to the 
MUTCD.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

Starring Keanu Reeves, 
it's Speed 3: _________.

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

Elon Musk's latest 
invention involves 
_________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

SimCity got _________ 
and _________ wrong 
with city planning.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC @DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

If you can dodge traffic, 
you can dodge _________.

For DOT's Halloween 
party, I'm going as 
_________.

_________ is the worst. 
THE. WORST.



@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

_________ killed the 
electric car.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

Urbanization + 
motorization + 
_________ = crisis!

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

This intersection looks 
like it was designed 
by _________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

You want to build 
_________?! Not in my 
backyard!

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

The RFP for the latest 
mega-project requires 
_________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC
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The concrete triangle in 
the middle of the 
intersection will be 
activated by _________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC @DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

More roads = 
more _________.

The idea that everyone 
put their dots next to at 
the last public meeting: 
_________.

The next episode of 
the hit BBC show, The 
Planners UK, will focus 
on _________.



@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

It's time for American 
cities to ban _________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

_________ is a Title VI 
Civil Rights violation.

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

Pretty much every city 
now has _________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

The latest government 
shutdown was a result of 
Congress trying to 
defund _________.

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

OMG! I am so sick of 
hearing about _________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC
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WWJSKD?

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC @DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

I can't believe I saw 
_________ on my walk to 
the coffee shop.

_________ is a sprawl-
builder's worst nightmare.

The next great idea 
pitched at 
TransportationCamp 
involves combining 
_________ and _________.

What would Janette
Sadik-Khan do?



@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

Gov. Chris Christie 
recently closed two lanes 
on I-95 as payback for 
_________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

The homeless guy just 
asked me about 
_________.

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

Our first priority as a 
DOT is _________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

"Where we're going we 
don't need _________."

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

If we invested more in 
_________ then everyone 
would get out of their 
cars.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC
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And this year's award for 
most overused term goes 
to _________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC @DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

Due to my addiction, 
I had to join ______ 
Anonymous.

The newest regulation 
from the Department of 
Red Tape requires 
_________.

_________ is the most 
Millennial thing ever.

Quote from the movie 
Back to the Future



@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

 ________ is not a sex term.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

_________, it's a traffic 
engineer's wet dream.

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

The newest urbanist 
smartphone app solves 
the problem with 
_________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC

Streetsblog recently 
reported on the scandal 
involving _________ and 
_________.

@DOtankDC GreaterPlaces.com

My favored method of 
mitigating climate 
change is _________.

GreaterPlaces.com@DOtankDC
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